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Missionary Childhood in

Papua New Guinea

The Independent State of Papua New Guinea
occupies the eastern half of the island of New
Guinea and many outlying, smaller islands in the
Pacific ocean off the northeast coast of
Australia. It covers an area that is just a bit
larger than the state of California and has
roughly one-fifth the population. The capital city
is Port Moresby. The country share the island of
New Guinea with Indonesia.

Papua New Guinea is one of the most culturally
diverse countries in the world with hundreds of
different ethnic groups indigenous to the country.
There are 839 known languages in the country,
twelve of which now have no known speakers as
some ethnic groups have died out.
While most people in the urban areas have
access to clean drinking water, 2/3 of the rural
population does not. Only about 15% of the
population has indoor plumbing.
Papua New Guinea sits in a geographic area
known as the “Pacific Ring of Fire” and is subject
to frequent volcano eruptions and earthquakes.
This picture, from earthquaketrack.com, shows
where there have been ten earthquakes in just
the last six months!

Most Papua New Guineans (about 80%) live in
the rural, mountainous areas of the country
which are very difficult to reach. With few roads,
most people travel by airplane or by foot.
Researchers believe that this area is home to
the most uncontacted groups of people and
undiscovered plants and species on our planet.

Papua New Guinea

Bishop Donald Lippert, OFM Cap is
originally from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He
is on mission far away from home in the
Diocese of Mendi, Papua New Guinea.
There are very few priests and religious in
the diocese; those that minister to the local
Catholics travel great distances. They
venture through the mountainous Highlands
Region to bring the word of God to the
people.
Bishop Don has been known
to drive eight hours one way
in order to administer the
sacrament of Confirmation,
as he is doing here. Because
there are no street lights in
the mountains, he does not
travel at night.
The Catholic faith is relatively new to the
Highlands
region
of
the
country.
Missionaries have only been in the area for
about sixty years!
Catholics in Mendi are very proud of their
local culture and maintain many of their
ancestral traditions as they embrace the
faith.

that you may not be able to come to Papua
New Guinea. But, as the missionary
disciples that you already are, I invite you to
share in our mission here in the Diocese of
Mendi. Our needs are great - building
churches, convents, priest houses, schools,
health centers; educating seminarians and
catechists; caring for the poor and sick; and
providing transportation for our dedicated
priests and Sisters to travel to the bush to
conduct their pastoral work.”
He continues, "I invite you to share in our
mission through your offering of prayers and
daily sacrifices. Prayer of this kind unites us
and makes you truly present to us in our life
and ministry here. If you are able, I also
humbly ask for a sharing in our 'preaching
and charity toward the poor' in a material
way.”
We join Bishop Don and ask you to
remember the missions during October. Pray
and sacrifice so that his young ministry can
continue. Celebrate World Mission Sunday
in your parish - a day when every parish in
the world gives to the missions—and look for
this poster. Say a prayer for Bishop Don
when you see it!

Celebrations, and Masses for
sacraments are very colorful.
It is customary for people to
dress traditionally as they
welcome the bishop and
celebrate Mass.
Traditional face painting,
grass skirts, and feather
headdresses are worn even
by the smallest child.
Bishop Don has a message for members of
the Missionary Childhood Association during
the Mission Month of October, “ We realize
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